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In three main divisions the author has presented the results of his studies. 
The first of these divisions deals with the seafaring peoples of southern Europe 
to the close of the middle ages; the second with the marine maps of the middle 
ages; the third with the Italian Portolani, in which last division we find a dis- 
cussion of the probable origin and of the character of the portolano, the portolan 
texts of such writers as Adam of Bremen, Morino Sanudo, Benincasas and others, 
concluding with a carefully prepared commentary on the nomenclature of the 
portolani, including practically every name given in the eighteen selected 
examples with explanations. 

The portolan chart which is appended to the volume is a reproduction, reduced 
one quarter in size, of a fine parchment chart preserved in the Berlin Museum 
fur Meereskunde, and is here described for the first time. 

In the first main section the author briefly considers the character of the 
Mediterranean as a highway of trade for its border nations; navigation as under- 
stood in antiquity; the rise and expansion of Italian Mediterranean commerce 
in the middle ages. The section dealing with the marine maps of the middle 
ages is particularly noteworthy. As is well known, these charts have been 
variously described as compass charts, loxodrome charts, portolani, marine charts. 
They have certain common features — with rare exceptions are drawn on parch- 
ment, are crossed with numerous intersecting lines, and possess a nomenclature, 
chiefly coastal, in red and black. In the author's discussion of these and other 
characteristic features we find a most satisfactory study of these interesting charts. 
Though admitting that they made their appearance in Italy about the time the 
compass began to be used in navigation, the author does not agree that they owe 
their origin to the employment of that most useful instrument. He would object 
to the use of the term compass chart if the term compass is here considered as 
explanatory of origin. They were a development from earlier coastal sketches, 
the periploi, admittedly modified and improved with the increasing use of the 
compass. In this section there is a very interesting consideration of the influence 
which the compass came to exert on chart construction, particularly in problems 
of orientation, with an important reference to the significance of compass declina- 
tion. 

The author is inclined to reject the term portolano as one not appropriate 
for these charts. A portolano in the true meaning of the term is a harbour or 
port-book, as he well asserts, but he is willing to accept the term portolan chart. 
Carta nautica is the name employed in the early descriptions. 

A list of seventy-five medieval marine charts and atlases drawn before 1,500 
is given with a brief description of each, which description is exceedingly useful. 

The third main section of the volume, dealing with the Italian portolani to 
the end of the middle ages, is more extensive than the preceding sections. The 
texts of these portolani are given, taking up over 300 pages of the work. A 
work of this character is a credit to German scholarship; American students of 
geography have scarcely entered this field. E. L. S. 

Die Eroberung von Mexiko. Drei eigenhandige Berichte von 

Ferdinand Cortez an Kaiser Karl V. Bearbeitet von Dr. 

Ernst Schultze. 642 pp., Portrait, Maps and Plans. Im Gutenberg-Verlag, 

1907. M. 6. 

Cortez's account of his Mexican experiences reads like a romance of discovery 

and exploration. His story belongs to world history. Recognizing this Dr. 

Schultze, general editor of this series of memoirs, has selected the personal 
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narrative of Cortez as volume 4, which volume he himself has prepared for the 
press. The printers have done their part in giving us a neat and attractive 
page with type that can be easily read. 

Although we have recent editions of the Cortez narrative in English, we are 
told that seventy years have passed since the appearance of a German edition. 
Dr. Schultze has done his work with great care. His extensive critical notes 
make this issue one of great value. He who reads the Cortez story as it here 
appears will also want to read the footnotes. 

Cortez, as is known, did not always tell the full truth concerning his enter- 
prises, as for instance he omits an account of the massacre at Cholula, as he also 
does a reference to the execution of the ruler Guatemotzin on the capture of the 
capital of the Aztecs. Omissions in the story the edjtor of this volume has under- 
taken to supply from contemporaneous accounts. Considering the purpose for 
which this volume was prepared it is a commendable achievement. E. L. S. 

Die Reisen des Venezianers Marco Polo, im 13. Jahrhundert. 
Bearbeitet and herausgegeben von Dr. Hans Lemkc. Mit einem 
Bilde Marco Polos. Im Gutenberg-Verlag (Bibliotheken Wertvoller Memoiren, 
Vol. I edited by Dr. Ernst Schultze), Hamburg, 1908. M. 6. 

This series of Memoirs, the editor expressly asserts, is intended more for the 
educated laity than for the historical specialists who will always wish to consult 
original documents. 

He lays claim to an original plan in that he proposes to include in the series 
the most valuable memoirs of all times and of all peoples, in other words to select 
only those which have more than a temporal and a local interest. The issue of 
this series seems to be another response to the interest which students and the 
general reading public are increasingly manifesting in history as told by con- 
temporaries. 

Marco Polo's Book of the Kingdoms and Marvels of the East appears here 
in German dress. It is not a little surprising that so long a time has intervened 
since the appearance of the last German edition of this great travel narrative. 
In a sense one may therefore speak of it as timely. 

Well edited as this volume appears to be, with an explanatory introduction 
and with copious notes, it does not take rank with that most scholarly English 
edition by Yule with Cordier's additional and up-to-date notes. This particular 
issue of the Polo Narrative is especially for German readers and cannot fail of 
favorable reception. There is a charm and lively interest which the story of 
the Polo travels will never lose. They were pioneers among the modern 
European explorers of central and eastern Asia, of what we have come to call 
the Far East. Of the governments, of the manners and customs of the people, 
of the riches of the distant Orient, they brought the first reliable information to 
the west. This cheap but well-printed edition will find readers. E. L. S. 

New Italy, Her People and Their Story. A Popular History of 
the Development and Progress of Italy from the Time of 
Theodorich the Great to That of Victor Emanuel III. By 
Augusta Hale Gifford. ix and 332 pp., Illustrations and Maps. Lothrop, 
Lee & Shepard Co., Boston, 1909. $1.20. 
He who takes up this little volume expecting to get therefrom anything like 

satisfactory glimpses of the Italian people from that early day named on the title 



